2 ap- 
on in 
Pol- 
uncil 
‘ches. 
| per- 
he is 


‘jan 


VOL. XX, NO. 22 SEPTEMBER 27, 1961 


S. S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 8 


overeign-- God or Man? 


“The basis and ground work of Arminian theology lies in attaching 
undue importance to man, and giving God rather the second place than 
the first. Let your mind dwell for a long time upon man as a free agent, 
upon man as a responsible being, upon man, not so much as being under 
God’s claims as having claims upon God, and you will soon find up- 
springing in your thoughts a set of crude doctrines, to support which the 
letter of some few isolated texts in Scripture may be speciously quoted, 
but which really in spirit are contrary to the whole tenor of the Word 
of God. Thus your orthodoxy will be shaken to its very foundations, 
and your souls will be driven out to sea again without peace or joy. 
Brethren, I am not afraid that any man, who thinks worthily about the 
Creator, stands in awe of His adorable perfections and sees Him sitting 
upon the throne, doing all things according to the counsel of His will, 
will go far wrong in his doctrinal sentiments.” 


—Charles H. Spurgeon, Sermons on Sovereignty 














This week we started looking around 
for something on the subject of Sun- 
day observance (for reasons which ap- 
pear evident on p. 10) only to discover 
that such material is scarce in our 
files. We wonder: how many preach- 
ers are preaching sermons on Sunday 
observance? 





Anyhow, don’t forget to celebrate 
Centennial Sunday, October 15, with a 
special emphasis on the Reformed 
Faith and Mission. Two weeks ago 
(Sept. 138) we published an outline of 
the distinctives of the Reformed faith. 
It wouldn’t be a bad idea to preach on 
these in connection with other remind- 
ers of our Presbyterian heritage. 





Lynn Landrum, of the Dallas, Tex., 
News, died Sept. 1. Careful readers of 
the Journal probably have long since 
surmised (correctly) that Mr. Land- 
rum was our favorite columntator (as 
he put it). It was he who coined the 
name, Episcobapterian and Methouni- 
gational Church, for the Blake-Pike 
monstrosity. We had lunch with Mr. 
Landrum during the Dallas General 
Assembly, a privilege we will always 
remember. May God raise up many 
like him. 





We have heard that some ministers, 
speaking of the mounting tensions on 
the international scene, are taking it 
upon themselves to advocate the cessa- 
tion of all nuclear testing, total dis- 
armament and even surrender to Rus- 
sia should war come. In our opinion, 
such talk is either muddle-headed 
thinking or deliberate subversion. In 
either case it is (also in our opinion) 
treason. We hope there are enough 
Presbyterians left for whom “patriot- 
ism” is not a dirty word, to stop it. 





. .. Colleges and universities do not 
exist to instill “moral values” ... The 
Decalogue is not a catalogue of “val- 
ues”; it is a list of imperatives—Rus- 
SELL KirK in National Review. 
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NEWS OF RELIGION | 


Reds Block Church Official’s Re-Entry 


KOREA — Radio Station H.L.C.L., 
the latest addition to the Christian 
Broadcasting Network of Korea, is at 
last on the air! In colorful ceremonies 
in Kwangju, on August Ist, 1961, the 
station was officially opened. The cere- 
monies were attended by pastors and 
church leaders of a number of denom- 
inations of the city with representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Communica- 
tion. The highlight of the ceremony 
was the turning over of the keys of 
the station to Elder Kim Hyung Nam, 
the president of the Chun Nam Spin- 
ning Company and one of the local 
leaders in establishing the station. 
Rev. Otto De Camp, a missionary of 
the United Presbyterian Church and 
director of the Christian Broadcasting 
System, made the presentation. Rev. 
G. T. Brown, missionary in Kwangju, 
represented the Presbyterian Mission, 
US, in the work of getting the station 
organized. It is located in the building 
of the Ho Nam Theological Institute, 
a school jointly sponsored by the Pres- 
byterian Church in Korea and the 
Presbyterian Mission, US. 


Station H.L.C.L. will offer radio 
coverage for this growing city of 225,- 
000 and in addition reach out into the 
towns, suburbs, and farm homes with- 
in a radius of ten or fifteen miles. It 
is the only privately operated station 
in the city. The programs for the most 
part will be prepared in the studios of 
station H.L.K.Y. in Seoul, put on tape, 
and sent by mail to Kwangju. The pro- 
grams will offer a varied and many- 
sided evangelistic witness. Christian 
drama, hymns, spot meditations, Bible 
study, and evangelistic preaching will 
beam the message of the Gospel into 
the homes of this densely populated 
area. English programs, including the 
Billy Graham “Hour of Decision” will 
be provided for the benefit of English 
speaking listeners and the nearby U.S. 
Army detachment. 


This station was made possible by a 


BERLIN (RNS) — Soviet Zone 
authorities, in a move branded by 
church circles here as one of un- 
precedented cynicism, barred Dr. 
Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Coun- 
cil of the Evangelical Church in Ger- 
many (EKID), from returning to 
East Berlin after he had an eight-hour 
visit to West Berlin on official busi- 
ness. 


The action was taken despite the 
fact that the East German officials, 
acceding to a request from the man- 
agement of the Evangelical Church of 
Berlin-Brandenburg, had issued a tem- 
porary pass to Dr. Scharf permitting 
him to cross the border barricades. 


When Dr. Scharf, who has resided 
in East Berlin since 1951, returned 
to the border checkpoint, Communist 
police took away his East Berlin iden- 
tity card and pass, ostensibly to inves- 
tigate the documents. Thirty minutes 
later, he was informed that he would 
not be allowed to re-enter East Berlin 


and that the decision was “final and 
not subject to further discussion.” 
His identity card and pass were con- 
fiscated. 


His objections waved aside, Dr. 
Scharf was obliged to leave his of- 
ficial car and to return to West Berlin 
on foot. 


Subsequently, the EKID Council, 
meeting in West Berlin, issued a state- 
ment saying “we are disgusted that 
such a cynical and lie-filled expulsion 
of the Council’s chairman and the ob- 
struction of his duties are possible in 
our people. We raise our voice for the 
right of unhampered religious free- 
dom guaranteed even by the East 
German constitution.” 


The Council meeting had originally 
been scheduled for East Berlin, but it 
had to be held in West Berlin instead. 
The Communist authorities had 
banned it in their territory. None of 
the Council’s Soviet Zone members 
was able to attend. 





‘Bible’ Church Votes 
‘Evangelical’ Name 


TACOMA, Wash.—After nearly 25 
years of being known as the Bible 


Presbyterian Church, the general 
synod of that denomination has chosen 
to change its name to the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church. 


About 70 churches are involved in 
the change. The reason given for the 
change was to avoid confusion with 
the Collingswood group, which is made 
up of churches identified with Dr. Carl 
McIntire and formerly associated with 
the general synod. The McIntire group 
will presumably retain the “Bible Pres- 
byterian” name. 





capital grant of $10,000 given by the 
Board of World Missions, Presbyter- 
ian Church in the US. The operating 
expenses are being carried by the 
Korean churches and individual Chris- 
tians of many denominations within 


the city. 
—(Rev.) G. T. Brown 


The change was proposed by the 
preceding synod and then approved by 
a majority of its eleven presbyteries. 
It became effective upon ratification at 
the 25th general synod meeting here. 


The denomination reaffirmed its pre- 
millenial position but at the same time 
“clarified the fact that it does grant 
eschatological liberty.” It issued an in- 
vitation for inquiries from groups de- 
siring affiliation with a denomination 
“free from compromise and entan- 
gling alliances and which preaches the 
‘faith of our fathers’ in an atmos- 
phere of evangelical zeal.” 


An “aggressive program of expan- 
sion” was announced by the Rev. C. 
Howard Oakely of La Crescenta, Cal., 
who was appointed general secretary 
of National Missions. Elected modera- 
tor was Dr. John M. L. Young, presi- 
dent of Japan Christian Theological 
Seminary, Tokyo. 





Our world is so exceedingly rich in 
delusions that a truth is priceless — 
CaRL JUNG. 
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Use of Gospel Urged 
In Healing Ministry 


NEW YORK (RNS) — Churches in 
seeking to improve the nation’s mental 
health should look first toward the 
Gospel and theology and not toward 
psychiatry, a noted psychologist de- 
clared here. 


Dr. Carl A. Bramlette, Jr., coordi- 
nator of Mental Health Education for 
South Carolina, said that the church’s 
“ministry of healing’ should stress 
theology rather than psychiatry. 


Addressing a group of psychiatrists, 
psychologists and counselors of pre- 
ministerial students at the United Lu- 
theran Church in America’s confer- 
ence on psychological services, Dr. 
Bramlette said the church should not 
look too much to psychiatry for guid- 
ance, “because psychiatry does not 
have the answers.” Instead, he said, 
“the clergy should look more closely 
at its own concepts and at its theology 
in seeking to help the mentally ill.” 


He told the conference that he be- 
lieved the church “is legitimately a 
part of the healing team,” adding: 
“As such, then, it should continuously 
attempt to establish a unique treat- 
ment function rather than borrow 
from other professions which may not 
be much farther along, or indeed as 
far along, in. defining the essential 
variables of healing.” 





Congregation of One — 


Attendance Is Perfect 
At Church Eight Years 


ELIZAVILLE, Ky. (RNS) — Twice 
a month, on the second.and fourth 
Sunday afternoons, the Rev. Harry 
Oldaker conducts both Sunday School 
and worship services for a congrega- 
tion of one at Clover Hill Methodist 
church near here. Miss Ollie Spencer 
is the steward, the treasurer, the trus- 
tee, the custodian and sole support of 
the church — and the entire congrega- 
tion. 


The church had about 15 members 
10 years ago. But families moved 
out and Miss Ollie’s name now is the 
only one on the official church rec- 
ord. She has worshipped alone for the 
past eight years. 


Mr. Oldaker’s salary of $400 a year 
is paid by Miss Ollie. She contributes 
another $300 to’ missions and other 
benevolent organizations, computed on 


a percentage basis according to the 
practice of Methodist churches. 


On Sundays when there are no 
services at her church, Miss Ollie ac- 
companies Mr. Oldaker to the Ewing 
Methodist church, where he also is 
pastor. 





Episcopalian Board 
Hits Church Seminary 


TRENTON, N. J. (RNS)—A board 
of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jer- 
sey, acting with the endorsement of 
its bishop, has officially protested “the 
indoctrination of seminarians with un- 
orthodox views” at the denomination’s 
General Theological Seminary in New 
York City. 


According to Canon Joseph H. Hall, 
III, (candidate board chairman) the 
protest was made after three gradu- 
ates of General Seminary failed to 
qualify for ordination following Can- 
onical Examinations held by the Dio- 
cese. 


In the letter sent to the seminary’s 
board of trustees, Canon Hall, with 
the approval of Bishop L. Banyard, 
cited specifically the doctrine of the 
Virgin Birth and “other articles of the 
Creeds” as matters on which the sem- 
inary graduates “showed inability and 
unwillingness to accept the position 
of the Church.. .” ’ 


In his letter, Canon Hall charged 
that the seminary education of the 
graduates “tended to confuse rather 
than enlighten them.” 


“More disturbing than their own 
unorthodox opinions: was their ap- 
parent ignorance of the fact that 
their opinions were unorthodox,” he 
wrote. 


“‘We have reason to believe that the 
men have been taught these things in 
and out of the classrooms at the sem- 
inary,” the letter continued. 


The graduates also “showed a tend- 
ency to judge the historic faith of the 
Church by individual contemporary 
thinkers, rather than to judge the in- 
dividual contemporary thinkers by the 
historic faith of the Church,” the let- 
ter declared. 


“We would like to have your as- 
surance that steps will be taken to 
insure the return to a faculty and 
curriculum which will be acceptable 
to the Church as a whole,” the letter 
said.‘ “"*- oe FT 


Student Group Urges 
Further ‘Ecumenicity’ 


MONMOUTH, Ill. (RNS) — Repre. | 


sentatives to the first National Coun. 


cil of the United Campus Christian | 


Fellowship warned here that the re. 
cently-created interdenominational fel- 
lowship must not become a “ghetto- 
like” group preoccupied with its own 
organizational structure. 


In a report on ecumenical responsi- | 


bility, the council said the Fellowship 
“cannot allow itself to become involv- 
ed in organizational preoccupations 
which obscure the ecumenical convic- 
tions which brought it into being.” 
The report called on member groups 
to “search constantly” for new oppor- 
tunities to work with other campus 
Christian movements. 


Started in 1960, The United Campus 
Christian Fellowship combines the 
campus ministries of The United 
Church of Christ, the International 
Convention of Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ), the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, and 
the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. 


During their six-day meeting at 
Monmouth College here some 125 rep- 
resentatives to the Council heard Dr. 
Anna Arnold Hedgeman of New York 
declare that “the Negro student sit-in 
campus leaders are offering all stu- 
dents a vital relationship to the new 
world that is coming.” 


“All students are being given an 
opportunity to be universal rather 
than merely patriotic . . . the oppor- 
tunity to affirm the equality of all men 
in: opposition to racial purity and to 
develop social redemption as against 
purely personal salvation,” she said. 


(The young people also adopted a 
resolution condemning  anti-commu- 
nism and those who would limit aca- 
demic freedom in college and univer- 
sities. ) 


(Editor’s note: As we have pointed 
out before, youth work on college 
campuses is already merging in 
“Blake-Pike” type ecumenical organi- 
zations. Wherever Presbyterian, US, 
student work includes UPUSA (North- 
ern Presbyterian) student work, it is 
automatically responsible to three 
other denominations, as this story i- 
dicates.) 





The light that shines farthest shines 
brightest’ nearest home.—C. T. STUDD. 
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Substance of address delivered on Journal Day — 


The Bible...As /t Is 
For America Today 


What do we mean by the phrase, 
“the Bible as it is?” We mean, taking 
the Scriptures as a whole to be usable 
as they are, meaning as they are writ- 
ten and in the form available to us. 


That is the way the New Testament 
writers took the Old Testament. And 
that is the way we mean to suggest 
that we must take the Bible today: 
as it is. 


Now we do not mean to suggest 
that taking the Bible as it is means 
that we must have the whole Bible — 
all 66 books — in our mind at one 
time. A person can take the Bible as 
it is even if he is unfamiliar with 
many of the 66 books, for it isn’t the 
quantity of Scripture that is involved 
here, it is the integrity of the Scrip- 
ture that is used. Taking the Bible 
as it is means that if only one verse 
is used, you mean to use that verse 
the way it appears before you. 


This includes all the necessities of 
literary differences, of course. Parts 
of the Bible are history: we will read 
them as history. Parts of the Bible 
are parables: we will read them as 
parables. Parts of the Bible use meta- 
phors: we will understand them as 
such. For instance, there was a time 
when the Lord Jesus said of Herod, 
“Go, tell that fox ...” Taking the 
Bible as it is does not mean that we 
must think of Herod as a fox. It 
means that we must understand the 
manner of speaking implied in the use 
of the term, “fox.” 


But on the other hand it does not 
mean that we deny the Lord Jesus 
ever said any such thing. 


In other words, principles of inter- 
pretation must be applied when we 
take the Bible as it is — but such 


MANFORD GEO. GUTZKE, D.D., Ph.D. 


principles may never suggest a re- 
vision of the text which actually 
changes the record we have. 


DIFFERENT KINDS OF CRITICISM 


There are several different kinds of 
Biblical “criticism,” not all bad. One 
kind seeks to determine just which is 
the most accurate text. We do not 
have a single manuscript today of the 
original Scriptures. We have only 
copies of the originals. And there are 
scholars who go to great pains to com- 
pare copies with other copies, seeking 
by every means available to them to 
discover just exactly what was the 
original text. Mind you, there origi- 
nally was a text which was the true 
Word of God and scholars today are 
constantly trying to determine just 
which variation is the nearest to that 
original. All such study is helpful. 


Then there is another form of “criti- 
cism,” commonly called “higher criti- 
cism,” which tries to go behind the 
text of the Scripture to determine the 
circumstances under which it was writ- 
ten, the social and economic conditions 
of the time it was written, and the like. 
With such criticism we would take ex- 
ception. Why? Because our use of 
Scripture today is not to be qualified 
by the circumstances and conditions 
under which it originally came into 
being. 


No New Testament writer quotes 
the Old Testament with reservations 
pertaining to circumstances and condi- 
tions. When Paul said, “Believing all 
things which are written in the law 
and the prophets,” he didn’t qualify 
his affirmation of faith by saying 
“with the understanding, of course, 
that those men wrote under peculiar 
circumstances.” And when the Lord 


Jesus quoted: “It is written, man 
shall not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God,” He did not qualify 
His remark with a reservation based 
on the historical and social context of 
the Book of Deuteronomy. He quoted 
the Scripture as it is written and He 
meant it to be taken as it is. 


There is a form of “ethical” or 
“moral” criticism. Some people read 
their Bibles and when they notice such 
things as slavery, multiple marriages 
and the like, they say, “We regret that 
such things managed to find their way 
into the Bible, and we don’t intend to 
speak of them.” Not so fast! There 
may be things in the Scriptures that 
we don’t understand. At those points 
we can afford to be humble. We are 
not going to assume that we can pass 
a critical judgment upon the Scrip- 
tures of God just because our social 
viewpoint differs from the one which 
existed at the time they were written. 
We will take the Bible as it is and the 
Bible will take care of itself, as Scrip- 
ture interprets Scripture. 


Then there is a form of “social” and 
“political” criticism. For instance, 
some people cannot use the phrase, 
“the Kingdom of God,” because in 
America we don’t have kings. Instead 
they would prefer something closer to 
“the Democracy of God.” But the Bi- 
ble says “Kingdom” . . . and for very 
good reasons. 


Most prevalent, there is a type of 
criticism which takes Scriptural con- 
cepts and patterns but by re-interpre- 
tation makes them to become some- 
thing else. For instance, this ap- 
proach to the Scriptures takes the 
admonition, “Ye must be born again,” 
—- which refers to the necessity of be- 
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coming new creatures in Christ Jesus 
— and so psychologizes it that it 
comes out like this: “Man must re- 
alize the full capacities he has with- 
in him.” This is not to take the Bible 
as it is. 

Whenever principles of interpreta- 
tion suggest that there is “slag” to be 
burned out of the “ore;” that there is 
“trash” which must be refined away 
before the pure truth can appear — 
such principles we reject. We must 
take the Scriptures as they are writ- 
ten. 


This does not mean that we must 
perpetuate traditional interpretations 
of Scripture. Archbishop Ussher de- 
cided that the Flood came in the year, 
B.C. 2349. But this is not of Scripture 
itself. And there is no reason why 
the Church should not re-examine this 
date in the light of new facts which 
may come to light. The Lord Jesus 
Himself could say, of traditional in- 
terpretations of His time, “Ye have 
heard it said ... (the interpretation 
of the Pharisees) . . . But from the be- 
ginning it was not so... (the Scrip- 
tures indicate otherwise) .” 


In more recent times there have been 
those who tried to support their con- 
tention that the world was flat by an 
appeal to the Scriptures. Now their 
use of the Scriptures was wrong and 
their quotations from Scripture were 
really mis-quotations. They were not 
taking the Bible as it is and their in- 
terpretation may properly be re-ex- 
amined. 


When we say that we expect to take 
the Bible as it is, we mean that we will 
not agree that the material on Moses 
in the Pentateuch is unreliable for pur- 
poses of historical research today. 
Moses must be dealt with and Daniel 
must be dealt with. Isaiah is a man 
to be dealt with and Paul is a man to 
be dealt with . . . as they wrote. 


TAKING THE BIBLE AS IT IS 


To take the Bible as it is means that 
when we take the Lord Jesus we will 
take everything written about Him. 
You do not read the accounts of the 
life of Jesus Christ . . . omitting the 
miracles, if you take the Bible as it is. 
Any presentation of Him which edits 
out the story of His walking on the 
water, or His raising Lazarus from the 
dead, does not take Him as He is pre- 
sented. 


To take the Bible as it is means that 
we take note of the fact that I Corin- 
thians 13 (speaking of love) is pre- 
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ceded by I Corinthians 12 (speaking 
of tongues) and is followed by I 
Corinthians 14 (speaking of intel- 
ligible speech in the church). I 
Corinthians 13 isn’t the only chapter 
in that great letter of the Apostle 
Paul. He also went on to say that 
nothing should be said or sung in 
church which isn’t understood by the 
people who are listening — an injunc- 
tion we tend generally to ignore. 


Taking the Bible as it is does not 
mean that we understand everything 
written in the Scriptures. We can take 
the Bible as it is without remembering 
what is in the 69th Psalm. And we 
can take the Bible as it is without un- 
derstanding the 4th chapter of He- 
brews. 


We are not given equal insight into 
all passages. Some of the authors of 








The pulpit of the Christian church 
is not a platform from which anyone 
may air his own pet theories. It 
is the place from which only the 
Word of God is to be preached. And 
there is a great need for such strict- 
ness, if the Church is to preserve the 
soundness of her doctrine— G. A. 
HADJIANTONIOU, The Postman of 
Patmos. 








Scripture took the revelations given 
them without understanding what they 
saw. The Apostle Peter makes this 
very plain (I Peter 1:11), when he 
suggests that the prophets often did 
not. understand what the Spirit of 
Christ within them meant to say. Dan- 
iel, you will remember, had certain 
visions he did not understand. But 
those men of old took the Bible they 
had as it was then. And they had a 
warning for those who took it other- 
wise. Peter spoke of those who twist- 
ed the Scriptures “unto their own 
destruction” — and by “Scriptures” he 
was speaking of the writings of the 
Apostle Paul (II Pet. 3:16). 


Taking the Bible as it is may not 
even mean taking an exact terminol- 
ogy. For one thing there are many 
helpful translations of the Scripture, 
not identical in wording. For another 
thing, not even the Bible quotes itself 
verbatim in every case: it is interest- 
ing that New Testament quotations of 
the Old Testament are not always 
word for word exactly the same. But 
the sense is precise and inescapable. 


We are suggesting that we must 
take the entire Scriptures as they are 


and hold that the contents of that | 
body of material are true as written | 
and authoritative in the sense written, | 


Thus: 


We believe that God created the 
heavens and the earth. No other the. | 


ory is acceptable. 


We believe that man was created in 
righteousness but that he fell into sin 
and that now there is none righteous, 
no not one. 


We believe that the fluod described 
in Genesis was actually a judgment 
visited by God upon mankind. We be. 
lieve that Moses really led the people 
out in the time of the Exodus. We 
believe that the Canaanites were de. 
stroyed in the way it is reported — 
there are things about it we don’ 
fully understand, but we take it the 
way it has been given us, and that it 
was of God, and inwardly in our hearts 
we do not question Him. 


We believe that the story of Samp- 
son and Delilah unfolded the way it 
reads and we take it that way and try 
to understand what it is all about. 
We take the story of David and Bath- 
sheba; of Jonah and the whale; of 
Elijah on Mt. Carmel and the fire 
falling from heaven. Throughout the 
Old Testament we take the passages 
the way we read them and as we read 
them we understand that something is 
being conveyed to us about the kind 
of God who is the Lord and the kind 


of experiences that men have had of 
Him. 


In the New Testament we take the 
Virgin Birth just as it reads. No man- 
ner of change in the translation of 
this or that phrase can possibly alter 
the obvious meaning of that material. 
Taking the Bible as it is we under- 
stand that Jesus of Nazareth was con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit and born 
of the virgin Mary. 


We further understand that in the 
life and ministry of the Son of God 
we have the Almighty Himself incar- 
nate. When the account says that 
sometimes demons in men spoke to 
Him, we think they actually spoke to 
Him. And when He commanded them 
to come out we believe they came out. 


We believe that after He died He 
arose again from the dead and showed 
Himself alive to His disciples by many 
infallible proofs. And when the Bible 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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It is the last time — 


Warning To A Nation 


Our Lord stood one day, overlooking 
the city of Jerusalem; and while the 
crowds around Him _ shouted His 
praises and rejoiced, He wept. Our 
Saviour cried, “O Jerusalem, Jeru- 
salem, how often would I have gath- 
ered thee, even as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, but ye would 
not! (Matt. 28:37). This is a tragic 
picture of the long ago, but it sounds 
a salient warning to our nation today. 


The Bible is a book of warning. We 
hear God saying, “Righteousness ex- 
alteth a nation, but sin is a reproach 
to any people;” “The wicked shall go 
down to Hell, and all nations that for- 
get God;” “Remember now thy Crea- 
tor in the days of thy youth;” “He that 
being often reproved and hardeneth 
his neck shall suddenly be cut off, and 
that without remedy;” “Be not deceiv- 
ed, God is not mocked. Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap;” 
“Why do the heathen rage and people 
imagine a vain thing? The rulers of 
the earth take counsel against the Lord 
and against His Anointed, saying, Let 
us defy His authority. He that sitteth 
in the Heavens shall laugh; the Lord 
shall have them in derision. Then shall 
He speak to them in His wrath and 
vex them in His sore displeasure.” 


Though God warns men and nations 
today, men seem too busy to listen, too 


REV. WILLIAM E. HILL, JR. 


eager to watch on their televisions the 
faces of the great or listen to the 
counsel of the wise of this world, the 
politicians and the news commentators 
and the scientists. Men are too busy 
making money, too busy enjoying their 
weekends, too busy indulging their 
families to stop to listen to what God 
has to say in His Word. 


We read in Romans 13:11, “And that 
knowing the time, it is high time to 
wake out of sleep, for now is our sal- 
vation nearer than when we believed. 
The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand. Let us therefore cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on 
the armor of light.” 


But nobody has time to listen to 
what God almighty has to say. 


God has given a solemn warning to 
this nation many times within our life- 
time. The first World War surpassed 
in horror anything the world had ever 
seen; but instead of repenting, Amer- 
ica grew worse. The depression sent 
up a great cry and brought many peo- 
ple to their knees; but instead of re- 
penting, America grew worse. 


The second World War produced a 
carnage such as had never been seen 
in the world before. Our sons died in 
many lands across the sea, and today 
crosses marking their graves circle the 





The Courage To Speak Out 


The Church has not been brought to its present state by liberal lead- 
ership, but by conservative leadership which abdicated — good men 
who deplored the trends but who never managed the courage to speak 
out ... Behind the iron curtain the churches have not vanished, they 
have simply become obedient to the State. There are hundreds of 
clergymen in East Germany today, but they are men who speak for 
the State, never against it. Before the present state of affairs, they 
“couldn’t afford to speak out” against the trends. — Selected. 
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earth. But America did not repent; 
she has steadily grown worse. The 
selfishness and the greed, the immoral- 
ity, the vulgarity, the love of the ma- 
terial, the tendency to give a little 
salute to the spiritual and push God 
off in a corner to be pulled out when 
we need Him, has become the prevail- 
ing attitude today. 


Now, in the last several months 
come further warnings — the end of 
the thaw in the cold war, the collapse 
of summit conferences, the coming of 
Communism to our own shores in Cuba, 
confusion and conflict in the United 
Nations, the alignment of new and un- 
committed nations with the Communist 
bloc, the utter inability of people to 
see the truth, preferring to believe a 
lie — all are sounding a solemn warn- 
ing in our ears again today. 


When a nuclear war comes, it will 
be too late to repent. Perhaps we shall 
survive, but what then? What kind of 
a world will it be? There is every in- 
dication that things are hastening on 
toward a catastrophe that may well 
mark the end of the age. 


It is time that we listened to the 
Word of God where He says, “It is 
high time to awake out of sleep. The 
night is far spent; the day is at hand.” 
It is time to apply to ourselves the 
warning of our Saviour as He stood 
overlooking Jerusalem. It is time for 
us, like the people of Nineveh, to put 
on sackcloth and ashes, to cover our 
faces, to rend our hearts in true re- 
pentance in the hope that God will 
spare us ... perhaps for the sake of 
a few righteous persons. 


It is time for the Church to get on 
her knees, for we read in the Scrip- 
ture that judgment must begin in the 
House of God; and if it begin first in 
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us, what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the Gospel of God! It is high 
time for us to know that God’s Spirit 
will not always strive with men. 


This is no time for smugness. Only 
the fool will say, “It cannot happen to 
us,” for Jesus said, “Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish.” To be 
sure, Khrushchev and Communism 
want us to be smug and self-satisfied. 
The devil also is seeking that end in 
order to make suckers out of us. It is 
high time to awake out of sleep. 


We are being warned by political 
leaders that America is slipping, but 
those very political leaders who are 
warning us are not able to do any- 
thing to stop the slide of America into 
the abyss. Only the living God can do 
that, and only the return of people to 
that living God in true repentance can 
save this nation from the fate that all 
nations have experienced when they 
departed from God. 


The Bible, the Word of God, warns 
men and nations. If only people would 
stop and listen to that warning, would 


only turn off the voices of the wisdom 
of this world and listen to the voice of 
the Eternal God, as He speaks in His 
Word! Let us seek the counsel of the 
Almighty, “Then shall we hear a voice 
behind us saying, ‘This is the way. 
Walk ye in it.’” Let us turn from our 
money madness and our sex mania and 
honor God first in our lives, “with all 
our hearts and all our souls and all 
our strength and all our mind.” “Then 
shall we be a delightsome man and all 
nations shall call us blessed,” which is 
just the opposite of the situation 
which we face today. 


What time is it? That’s easy, we 
say, as we look at our watches or con- 
sult our calendars. Even a first grade 
boy can tell you that. But it isn’t as 
easy as that. What time is it in this 
old world? What time is it according 
to God’s calendar? What time is it ac- 
cording to the clock of the Almighty? 
Is it the time, spoken of in II Peter, 
when “the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise and the elements 
shall melt with a fervent heat and the 








earth and all that is in it shall be 
burned up”? 


Says the Apostle Paul, “It is high 
time to awake out of sleep, to put off 
the works of darkness — reveling and 
drunkeness, vulgarity and sex impur- 
ity, arguments and jealousy. It is time 
to “put on the armor of light,” for says 
our Lord in The Revelation, “Behold, 
I come quickly. The time is at hand, 
and my reward is with me to give to 
every man according as his works shall 
be. I am Alpha and Omega, the first 
and the last, the beginning and the 
end. I will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of 
life freely, and he that overcometh 
shall inherit all these things, and I will 
be his God and he shall be my son.” 
“The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come, 
and let him that heareth say, ‘Come,’ 
and let him that is athirst come; and 
whosoever will, let him come and take 
of the fountain of the water of life 
freely.” 

BS * * ak * 
The Rev. Mr. Hill now devotes his 


full time to an evangelistic ministry, 











Remember the Sabbath 
Day To Keep It Holy 


“blue 
laws” of the various states are being 
tested in the courts at the present 
time, it would seem desirable to take 
a long, hard look at the Fourth Com- 
mandment (Exodus 20:8-11). 


Inasmuch as the so-called 


God must have considered the Fourth 
Commandment very important because 
it is the longest of all the Command- 
ments. It may seem unimportant to us 
because of the secular culture under 
which we are presently living. But a 
positive understanding of the Lord’s 
Day is essential for both the spiritual 
and the physical welfare of the people 
of this great nation. 


The churches of our nation, regard- 
less of denomination, should lay 
greater emphasis upon the profound 
implications of a day a week dedicated 
to God. Too much of our approach to 
the subject has been inadequate or in- 


different, with the result that multi- 
tudes of people regard Sunday as 
merely “a day off.” 


We must create a new interest in 
rediscovering the wonders of God made 
possible for us in a Sabbath which is 
free from secular employment and 
commercialized recreation. What bene- 
fits does such a day hold for the in- 
dividual, the family, the church, the 
community and the nation? 


It is to be observed as a day of rest. 
The Israelites were instructed to do no 
manner of work on this day, in their 
calling or worldly business. They. were 
to rest. Will anyone deny that what 
most Americans need today, is gen- 
uine relaxation, rest? 


Multitudes are using the weekend 
as a time to travel, engage in stren- 
uous exercise, or dissipate so that 
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when they return to work on Monday 
morning they are not capable of giv- 
ing a good day’s work, and it requires 
several days until they are really able 
to render good service. Rest and re- 
laxation, on the contrary, would make 
them well and happy in their work. 


It is to be a holy day, set apart to 
the honor of the holy God, the Creator, 
and to be spent in holy exercises. God 
has made the Sabbath holy and man 
must keep it holy by worshipping God 
and must not alienate the Sabbath to 
any other purpose, lest he suffer as a 
consequence. To alienate it is sacri- 
lege. 

—John Franklin Troupe, D.D. 
Telford, Penna. 


“The Christian Sabbath — Bulwark 
of a Nation,” by L. Nelson Bell. 10 
cents each, $1 per doz., $6 per hun- 
dred. 
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THE BELK BROTHERS CO. 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


J. A. Ellison, , 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, 3. OC. 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
Greenville, 8. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s 7. Store 
Lancaster, Cc. 

B. L. Pisler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 

| ee a Co. 
pas = Cc. 

L. A . Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, 8S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, 8. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
R. Grier ‘Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
ane S. C. 
W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 
R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Se Co. 
Harlan, K. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


og Co. 
oa 5 

-G Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
nihiannen Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

EB. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Paragould, Ark. 

W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 
OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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DITORIALS 


The Desecration Of the Sabbath 


Among all the evidences that Amer- 
ica is ripe for judgment — that the 
coming catastrophe is well deserved — 
none is more convincing than the way 
the churches observe the Lord’s Day. 


We do not refer to the practices of 
pagan America on the Sabbath — we 
do not even refer to the practices of 
individual Christians — we refer to 
the practices of the churches them- 
selves on the Sabbath. Among those 
we have noticed recently: 


—The standard practice at camp and 
conference centers to begin and close 
church conferences on Sunday. At 
one major conference center, for the 
second year, parents of Pioneers 
were told to pick up their young- 
sters by 1:00 p.m. on a Sunday — 
meaning that churches all over the 
area observed a severe drop in at- 
tendance as parents took off Sunday 
morning on their mission. 


—The church-sponsored Scout troop 
which held a week-end camporee 
with a closing hour of 12:00 noon 
on Sunday! (After protests were 
registered, the campers were brought 
in, weary and bedraggled, at 10:00 
a.m. on Sunday.) 


—The youth group which regularly 
goes to someone’s home after their 
Sunday evening program... to 
dance. 


_—The churches that are closed Sun- 
day evenings . .. except for the 
young people who play ball on the 
church’s playground. 


—The “worship through recreation” 
programs that have been taken so 
far that they have become “recrea- 
tion instead of worship” programs. 


Isaiah said it: 


If thou turn away thy foot from 
the Sabbath, from doing thy pleas- 
ure on My holy day; and call the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honourable; and shalt honor 
Him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speaking thine own words: Then 
shalt thou delight thyself in the 


Lord; and I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the heritage of 
Jacob thy father: for the mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it. 





A Youth Group on 
A Sunday Afternoon 


A few weeks ago we had the oppor- 
tunity to observe the behavior of a 
youth group on the Montreat confer- 
ence grounds for a week-end which in- 
cluded an informal Sunday afternoon, 
a snack supper and their regular Sun- 
day evening program. 


As the young people sat around on 
the porch before supper there were 
questions: “You mean we cannot go 
swimming here on Sunday?” They 
were shocked. “How about baseball?” 
A murmur of amazement arose when 
the answer was again negative. 


“But this is a private home. It will 
be all right if we dance, won’t it?” 
After a stunned silence, one leaned 
over to his neighbor in a stage whis- 
per: “This isn’t a Baptist meeting is 
it?” 


After supper about half the boys lit 
cigarettes (these were all high school 
young people). The cigarettes stayed 
lit during the “devotional,” which con- 
sisted of a poem on “Friends” (out of 
Leaves of Gold) and during the pro- 
gram on “The Universal Brotherhood 
of Men.” 


One question came up during the 
program which we especially remem- 
ber: “What does it mean to belong to 
the Body of Christ?” The answer, bas- 
ed on the program: “It means having 
true friends and being a true friend.” 


We couldn’t help wondering: can 
this possibly be typical of Presbyterian 
youth today? (During that same week 
we had heard of a delegation in Mon- 
treat for the World Missions confer- 
ence pitching a beer party, but 
everyone agreed they were not repre- 
sentative.) If these are the Youth of 
the Church there is no danger of a 


falling away among young people to. 
day — they have nothing to fall away 
from. : 


The situation does not call for re. 
criminations. It is too late for recrim. 
inations. Those responsible for the 
Christian nurture of this generation 
may have made some terrible mis. 
takes. But this is no time for dwell. 
ing on past mistakes. There’s too much | 
to be done. 


Every minister — every DCE — 
every Sunday school teacher — every 
youth leader — should ask himself 
these questions: What am I doing to 
build a real faith in my young peo. 
ple? What have they learned about 
Jesus Christ from me? What am | 
teaching them about holy things: the 
sacraments, Sabbath observance? If 
they were to die tonight what would 
they have that I have given them to 
take into the presence of God? 


More accurately, perhaps, what has 
the Holy Spirit been able to do for 
them through me? 


If nothing else, teach them to put 
out their cigarettes while the prayers 
are in progress. 





Good News for Pioneers 


We have just gone through the 
Presbyterian US Pioneer Sunday 
School literature for the fourth quar- 
ter, with mounting feelings of 
pleasure. 


We would say;~-without hesitation, 
that this is the best material we have 
seen out of Richmond... . period. 


The quarter is devoted to a broad 
survey of the total Bible story. High- 
lights of history and of the sweep of 
God’s plan of Salvation are brought 
into focus for Junior Highs. 


The student’s quarterly is designed 
to require extensive and practical use 
of the Bible itself by the young people. 
There are questions to answer ... from 
the Bible; blanks to fill in . . . from 
the Bible: a method throughout some- 
what similar to the method used in 
the “Children’s Bible Studies” in the 
Journal. 


This material is not without its 
flaws ... of course. For instance, 
the author went to much trouble to 
determine why the Children of Israd 
followed their wandering path through 
the wilderness (several practical ans- 
wers are given, but there is no indica- 
tion that the author even thought of 
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the one sure reason: they were follow- 
ing a pillar of cloud by day and a pil- 
lar of fire by night). And there is 
the suggestion that Solomon’s Temple 
“resembled a pagan shrine, probably 
because Solomon’ imported skilled 
Phoenician craftsmen to do the actual 
work on it.” There are other similar 
flaws. But they are few. 


We urge you to use the material 
faithfully with your Pioneers. In fact, 
it wouldn’t be a bad idea to get per- 
mission to take two quarters on this 
unit, two Sundays to each lesson. 


Then when you have finished, sit 
down and write the Board of Educa- 
tion in Richmond a letter and tell them 
what you thought of this material as 
compared with what you have been 
getting. 





For a Better World 


It is hopeless to try to change the 
world for the better without changing 
men’s hearts. For, “as a man thinketh 
in his heart, so he is.” 


Modern psychology has grasped this 
great truth and is today trying to make 
much of it. But long before modern 
man “discovered” this fact, the words 
of Christ were telling us about it. In 
the long run, said Christ, outward con- 
ditions proceed from what is within 
and in order to have a “new world” we 
must first of all have new hearts with- 
in. We can’t go on hating our neigh- 
bor and expect the world to become 
friends. 


The good tree brings forth good 
fruit, the corrupt tree brings forth 
corrupt fruit. So taught the Master. 
First a “new heart” within us, then a 
better world about us — there is no 
other way! 





Luther said: “Here I stand; I can 
do naught else.” Many of our modern 
Protestant leaders are saying: “I do 
not know where I stand; I can do any- 
thing anybody suggests. I want peace 
more than principle.” — GLENN L. 
ARCHER. 





Today the Church is a powerful fac- 
tor in the life of many of the countries 
to which we have gone, wielding an 
influence of which its minority posi- 
tion gives no adequate indication. — 
Annual report, Presbyterian US Board 
of World Missions. 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Ball 


“ALL THESE THINGS WILL I GIVE THEE” 


Satan’s offer was not an empty one. 
He who is the “prince of devils,” the 
“prince of the power of the air,” holds 
in his hands the power and the glory 
of this world. He was willing to set- 
tle for a compromise. If only our 
Lord would bow down to him His fu- 
ture would be assured, for Satan 
would withdraw his opposition. 


This same offer comes to us as in- 
dividuals. It even comes to the visible 
Church. Satan will settle for every 
humanitarian scheme, every program 
for improved educational, economic 
and political conditions if only the 
Gospel of the Cross is omitted. 


A recent survey of the offices, de- 
partments and activities of a great 
interdenominational agency revealed 
that almost all of these had to do with 
social concerns of one kind or another. 
Some of these seemed to the writer, to 
be far afield, even sinister in their im- 
plications. Others were worthy of sup- 
port. 


But that which troubles us is that 
in not one single instance was there 
given mention of or priority to the 
preaching of the Gospel itself. One 
could but wonder if the blandishments 
of Satan are not causing some men to 
work hard for a better world, but a 
world without the hope of eternity 
with Christ? 


Intentional? No. But just as deadly 
in its effect for it is conceivably pos- 
sible to bring about a world where 
wars would cease, injustice would be 
unheard of, all men would have ade- 
quate possessions, prejudice would 
evaporate in a classless society and 
utopia would seem to have arrived, 
only to find that the one thing which 
counts is still missing: redeemed souls 
through the blood of Christ. 


The early apostles were confronted 
with such a choice. They could teach 
and preach anything they wished pro- 
vided the name of Christ was not men- 
tioned. Not for one moment did they 
hesitate. “We cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard.” 
Threatened further they prayed for 


holy boldness to preach Christ, cruci- 
fied and risen. 


Has the Church lost something vital 
in this modern and sophisticated space 
age? Have we become so materialistic 
that we equate the Gospel with social 
progress? Do not misunderstand me, 
I thank God for every injustice right- 
ed, every prejudice resolved, every hu- 
man right accorded, every material 
need met. 


But we must not confuse the Gospel 
of redemption with social progress. 
One is the root, the other the fruit. 
One is the cause, the other the effect. 
One is the Good News, the other is the 
effect of that News. 


Furthermore, unless the Cross, and 
all that it implies, is put first in every 
Christian effort we find ourselves un- 
der the judgment of God. The writer 
of the epistle to the Hebrews gives this 
solemn warning: 


“He who despised Moses’ law died 
without mercy under two or three 
witnesses. Of how much sorer pun- 
ishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an un- 
holy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace?” 


“All these things will I give thee” 
is a continuing offer of Satan and on 
how we answer it depends that which 
eternity alone can reveal. If we bow 
the knee to secular, materialistic, hu- 
manistic and social improvements, not 
having put God and His Kingdom first, 
we have denied the faith and sold the 
blessed Gospel witness for a mess of 
temporal pottage. 


This does not mean that Christians 
are not to glorify God through loving 
concern for the needs of others. A 
Christianity which says to a needy 
brother, “Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are 
needful to the body” is a traversity on 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 3) 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Today's lesson introduces a series of subjects dealing with various 
The lesson today deals with the 
subject in an overall and general way. It may be difficult to find 
a common theme running through the passages of Scripture given 
us for this lesson; however, it is hoped that the outline suggested 
below will be of help in bringing these passages together. 
thought ever to keep in mind in dealing with this subject is that 
Christians should grow in grace and in knowledge of the Lord (II 
Pet. 3:18). Growth is just as natural and just as necessary in the 


aspects of a Christian’s growth. 


spiritual realm as it is in the physical realm. 
II. “J PRESS ON TOWARD THE GOAL.” 


As suggested above, Christian growth has many 
aspects. For purposes of this lesson, two of the as- 
signed passages are taken from the Gospels; the other 
two come from Paul’s epistles. 


1. The essentials for Christian growth. (Matt. 11: 
28-30). We may look upon this classic passage in 
our Lord’s teaching as presenting the “first truths” 
of Christian growth: 


a. Receiving Christ — “Come unto Me.” Christ in- 


vites us to come to Him: for discipleship (Matt. 11: 
28), for service (Mark 1:17), for feasting (Matt. 22: 


4) and for reward (Matt. 25:34). This “Come” has 
often been compared with a later “Go” (Matt. 22:19). 
We must receive Christ as He is presented in the Gos- 
pels before we can claim to be His disciples. 


b. Learning of Christ — (1) “Take my yoke up- 
on you” (which indicates, by the tense used, that the 
act is performed once and in a final manner); (2) 
“and learn of Me” (the same tense indicating a life- 
changing action). Those who have learned from the 
Father come to Christ (John 6:45). From Christ we 
learn in a twofold way: first, by precept and doctrine 
(Rev. 14:3); second, by practice and behavior (Eph. 
4:20). Christ Himself was considered unlearned by 
the scholars of His time (John 7:15), though within 
His blessed person there dwelt “all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). 


c. Belonging to Christ — Several things are here 
given that we must properly recognize about ourselves 
and about Christ: (1) We must recognize our spiritual 
need — “all ye that labor and are heavy laden.” Sin 
is a grievous burden which only Christ can lift. 


(2) We must recognize Christ’s ability to satisfy our 
deepest needs — “I will give you rest.” The “rest” 
which Christ offers is the perfect satisfaction of a life 
lived within the will of God. 


(3) We must recognize Christ’s nature — “for I 
am meek and lowly in heart.” It is of His nature that 
He wants us to partake. 


Lesson for October 8, 1961 
HOW CHRISTIANS GROW |. 
Bible Material: 


Luke 9:51-56; I 
Philippians 3:4-17 


Matthew 11:28-30; 


Corinthians 3:1.4; 
The 


Memory Selection: Philippians 3:14 





(4) We must recognize Christ’s requirements — 
“For My yoke is easy and My burden ‘is light.” Be. 
longing to Him is not a burden but the lifting of bur. 
dens. Serving Him is not servitude but the only true 
freedom we can know. 


2. The principles of Christian growth (Luke 9:51- 
56). This passage gives us some guiding principles 
for our growth in spiritual things. 


a. Put things in their right order of importance — 
“when the time was come that he should be received 
up.” The reference here is undoubtedly to the ascen- 
sion of Christ (Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51; John 6:62; 
20:17; Acts 1:2; I Tim. 3:16). His return to the Father 
was the culmination of our Lord’s ministry. So our 
home above should be very dear to us (Phil. 1:20ff). 


b. Keep the supreme mission of your life ever be- 
fore you — “he steadfastly set his face to go to Jeru- 
salem.” This fact was long before predicted by Isaiah 
(50:5-9). Christ’s death at Jerusalem becomes now 
the explicit subject of His instruction to His disciples 
(Mark 8:31; 9:12,31; 10:32-34). So also we should 
keep ever before us our supreme mission in life — 
to “glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” 


c. Prepare for present needs while looking toward 
the end — “And sent messengers . . . to make ready for 
him.” Christ never neglected present duties while 
facing the ultimate issue of His life. So we, like Him, 
must faithfully attend to present duties while we look 
toward the end of our earthly sojourn (Heb. 11:10, 
13-16) . 


d. Become not entangled with people who would 
hinder your mission — “And they did not receive 
Him.” These Samaritans, members of a different re- 
ligion and race, and possessing only the Pentateuch 
(five books of Moses) as their guide in spiritual and 
prophetic matters, were naturally blinded to the full 
purpose of Christ’s mission. So we as Christians 
should be careful not to intermingle too closely with 
people whose aims in life are inconsistent with our 
Christian testimony (I Pet. 4:1-4; I John 2:15-17). 
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e. Let the tenor of your life manifest your mission 
to others — “because his face was as though he would 
go to Jerusalem.” The Samaritans were well aware 
of the fact that Christ had one consuming purpose on 
His mind; lesser things had to be put aside. So we 
4s Christians should let the world know that we have 
one great purpose (Heb. 11:23-28). 


f. Let not revenge against your enemies destroy 
your usefulness — “Lord, wilt thou that we command 
fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 
Vengeance belongs to God (Deut. 32:31; Ps. 94:1; Rom. 
12:19; Heb. 10:30). A spirit of vengeance in a Chris- 
tian is utterly destructive of his spiritual growth. 


g. Remember that your mission, like your Saviour’s, 
concerns the salvation of men — “For the Son of man 
is come ... to save (men’s lives) .” Christ came to seek 
and to save the lost (Luke 19:10; I Tim. 1:15). Chris- 
tians grow more when they witness to others about 
Christ than, perhaps, in any other way (Rom. 10:14f). 


o 


3. The perversion of Christian growth (I Cor. 3: 
1.4). This assigned portion of our lesson depicts what 
happens when there is a lack of spiritual growth — a 
condition that might appropriately be described as 
“spiritual babyhood.” These Christians are described 
as “babes in Christ.” Let us diagnose the illness: 


a. Their food — “milk.” New Christians begin 
their Christian life able to take only the “milk” of 
simple truth (I Pet. 2:1); but mature Christians, like 
babes that have grown up, should have the “solid food” 
of mature doctrine (Heb. 5:11-14). 


b. Their status — “carnal.” These Christians let 
the flesh control them; they let their human inclina- 
tions govern them rather than spiritual considerations 
(Rom. 8:1-17; Gal. 5:13-26) . 


c. Their products — “jealousy and strife.” The 
factions among the Corinthians (I Cor. 3:4f) gave con- 
crete proof of their spiritual immaturity. 


d. Their helplessness — “And I, brethren, could not 
speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal.” 
These Corinthian Christians were not natural (that is, 
unregenerated) men (I Cor. 2:14), nor were they 
spiritual Christians (I Cor. 2:15f) ; they were “fleshly” 
Christians (I Pet. 2:11f) — having known Christ but 
spiritually undeveloped. 


e. Their walk — “and walk as men.” Real Chris- 
tians should “walk” “in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4), 
“by faith” (II Cor. 5:7), “in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16), 
“in love” (Eph. 5:2), etc. The children of God must 
not live according to the standard: of the people of the 
world (Eph. 4:17; 5:8, 15; Col. 3:7; 4:5). 


4. Maturity in Christian growth (Phil. 3:4-17). 
This assigned portion of our lesson vividly describes, 
in terms of Paul’s own experience, the spiritual strug- 
gles of the Apostle in his triumphant rise from Jewish 
legalism to maturity in Christ. Only a few salient fea- 


tures of this masterful presentation can be mentioned 
here. 


a. Denial of the flesh (3:4f). Paul, like Nicodemus 
(John 3:1-15) ,.found out that all trust in the “flesh” 
was vain; Jewish birth could not open the doors of 
God’s kingdom. He needed a new birth in Christ (II 


Cor. 5:17). We who are Christians today cannot boast 
of our Presbyterian background; we must be “born 
again” before we can really grow (I Pet. 2:1f). 


b. Denial of the law as a means to attain righteous- 
ness (3:6). Yes, Paul could say that he was “blame- 
less” regarding “the righteousness which is in the law.” 
But Paul is speaking here of the external goodness 
which every Pharisee could attain to and boast of (Matt. 
5:20-48). Paul came to know that this kind of 
righteousness could not avail before God (Rom. 
6:7-25) . 


c. Denial of human preferments (3:7f). Paul had 
experienced a complete reversal of value-judgments in 
his life. The things he once counted so dear now he 
abhors; the things he once abhorred now he counts as 
best of all (see II Cor. 5:17). So it should be with 
every child of God. 


d. Complete commitment to Christ (3:8). Paul 
was obsessed with Christ (“For to me to live is Christ” 
— Phil. 1:21). Here is the secret of Christian growth: 
we must count Christ the most important thing in life. 


e. Complete satisfaction in Christ’s righteousness 
(3:9). No longer could Paul be satisfied with the 
filthy garments of his own righteousness; now he wore 
the perfect robe of Christ’s righteousness (Zech. 3:1-9; 
II Cor. 5:16-21). So it must be true of every believer. 


f. Complete commitment to a new life in Christ 
(3:10-14). This new life involves identification with 
Christ; it involves captivation by Christ; it involves 
possession by Christ. Nothing else seemed to matter 
with Paul; all must center in Christ and flow out from 
Christ. So it must be with us. 


Complete satisfaction in our maturity in Christ 
(3:15-17). There is a sense in which every Christian 
can and should become “perfect” — even though he 
never in this life attains to sinless perfection. Those 
who have not yet attained to this maturity in Christ 
are not to be condemned (Rom. 14:1-23); they should 
be helped as Christian brothers in Christ (II Thess. 
3:14f). 





TWO POPULAR BOOKLETS 


———— 
Baptism 
By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fifth printing, 40 pages. Easy reading. Bible 
references cited and quoted. Prices are low: 


25 for $3, 100 for $10 


The Christian Faith According to 
the Shorter Catechism 
By William Childs Robinson, Th.D. 


Helpful notes on the Catechism answers. Attrac- 
tively bound. 44 pages including cover: Prices: 
$2.50 per dozen, $20 per hundred 


Order from: 
THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR OCTOBER 8, 1961: GOD IS THE RULER YET 


Scripture Reading — Isaiah 40:12-31 


Suggested Hymns — 


“O Worship the King” 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns” 


“This Is My Father’s World” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: When 
we speak of the Reformed Faith, we have reference to 
a particular branch of the Protestant Reformation. On 
the European continent the Reformation followed two 
main streams. One was the Lutheran. The other was 
the “Reformed” movement with John Calvin as its 
chief leader. To a certain extent, the Church of Eng- 
land had its own reformation, and later gave birth to 
the Wesleys and the Methodist Church. The Anglican 
(or Episcopal) Church was strongly influenced by Re- 
formed (that is, Calvinistic) teaching. This is seen in 
the content of the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the 
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traditional statement of belief of the Church of Eng. 
land. The Methodists definitely rejected some of the 
distinctive Reformed teachings. Baptists, on the other 
hand, usually accept most Reformed doctrines, but of- 


ten deny any direct link with Reformed (or Calvinis 
tic) churches. 


The Reformed family is the largest in the Protestant 
world. In Scotland, and later in the United States, the 
Reformed people have been known as Presbyterians. 
We are sometimes accused of being exclusive, but, with 
regard to our beliefs, we have more in common with 
more Christians than any other Protestant group. 


FIRST SPEAKER: Of the Reformed distinctives one 
of the most basic is our strong emphasis on the Scrip. 
tural teaching of the sovereignty of God. It is necessary 
that we say “Scriptural teaching” because some people 
seem to have the idea that John Calvin invented the 
doctrine. All Calvin did was to insist that it was a 
basic Scriptural truth, as many before him had done, 
including Augustine and the Apostle Paul. 


When we speak of the sovereignty of God we mean 
that we understand God as the absolute ruler of the 
universe. He rules because it is His right to rule, and 
not because we have elected Him to the office. He 
rules over all things, both material and spiritual. As 
Nebuchadnezzar said in Dan. 4:35 “. . . He doeth ac. 
cording to His will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His 
hand, or say unto Him, what doest thou?” If God is 
not sovereign, He is not God! If He is sovereign, then 
He has a hand in everything that happens in His uni- 
verse. 


The unthinkable alternatives to God’s sovereignty 
are these: (1) The Devil is in control. This is the be- 
lief of many uncivilized heathen, and so they spend 
their lives trying to pacify a host of evil spirits. (2) 
Blind chance is in control. This is the view of ma 
terialistic atheism. For those who hold it life has 
neither eternal purpose nor meaning. (3) Man is in 
control. This is humanism. Practically speaking, it is 
the view most widely held in our society, even by some 
who profess to be Christians. “God” to the humanist, 
is nothing more than the best of human nature and 
human ability. 


But the Bible, from beginning to end, insists that 
God is sovereign. The first words of the first book are 
these, “In the beginning, God . . .” The last book calls 
Him “King of kings and Lord of lords.” It affirms that 
“The Lord God omnipotent reigneth . . .” and that “He 
shall reign forever and ever.” This is what God’s Book 
says about God’s sovereignty. 
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SECOND SPEAKER: The Bible makes it very clear 
that God is sovereign in many areas. We shall see what 
the Scriptures say about three of the most important 
areas. 


|]. God is sovereign in creation: “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.” Gen. 1:1. “All 
things were made by Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made.” John 1:3. “Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honor, and pow- 
er: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleas- 
ure they are and were created.” Rev. 4:11. Why is the 
universe as it is? Some say it just evolved this way by 
pure accident. On the authority of God’s word, we be- 
lieve that the universe, both material and spiritual, is 
the product of an orderly, sovereign Creator. 


2, God is sovereign in administration: “The Lord 
hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and His king- 
dom ruleth over-all.” Psalm 103:19 and Rev. 19:11 
say, “The Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” The em- 
phasis is on the present. Deists teach that God created 
a universe, set it under laws, and left it to run itself 
like a giant clock. The Bible, on the other hand, 
teaches that God is actively ruling and defending His 
people now, in history. The Bible records God’s activ- 
ities in history. He intervened in nature to perform 
miracles, and He works in human hearts to transform 
them. He said to Cyrus the Persian, “I girded thee, 
though thou hast not known me.” Isa. 45:5. We be- 
lieve that God still rules in the affairs of men and 
nations. Men may do only those things which God 
permits them to do. Even Satan must operate within 
the limits which God establishes, as we learn in the 
book of Job. God is sovereign in administration. 


3. God is sovereign in redemption. The Bible says 
that all men are sinners and are dead in their tres- 
passes and sins. The Bible also says we must be born 
again spiritually. What can a dead man do to make 
himself alive? What can be done by a person who 
does not exist to bring himself to birth? In both cases 
the answer is “nothing.” Since God is sovereign in re- 
demption, there is much that He does and has done: 
“By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” Eph. 2:8, 9. God’s grace was plain- 
ly revealed in the redeeming work of His Son Jesus 
Christ when He died on the cross as a substitute for 
sinners: “He hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness 


of God in Him.” II Cor. 5:21. “He hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world.” Eph. 1:4. 


This brings us to what many consider the greatest 
difficulty with this doctrine. It is a fact clearly taught 
in the Bible that not all men are or will be saved. If 
God is sovereign in redemption, why does He not save 
all? Some say it is because He is not able. If this is 
the case, God is not sovereign. A prominent preacher 
has said that many people are going to Hell, and that 
there is not a thing in the world God can do about it. 
If God cannot prevent some from going to Hell, how 
can we be sure he can prevent any at all from going 
there? An author has written, “We have seen God try 
to save men and succeed, and again we have seen Him 
try and fail.” A God who tries and fails is not sov- 
ereign. He is not the God of the Bible. He is, in fact, 
not God at all. God asks, “Is my hand shortened at 
all, that it cannot redeem?” Isa. 50:2. Some people, 
it seems, would say “yes”, but the Bible says, “Behold, 
the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save.” 
Isa. 59:1. 


Now, to believe that God chooses to save some and 
chooses not to save others creates problems in our 
finite minds. It is not so great a problem, though, as 
to maintain that God’s will is subject to man’s will. 
It is not so great a problem as to believe that God tries 
to do something and fails, or that He does not even 
try because He knows He is not able. Those who hold 
Reformed beliefs concerning God’s sovereignty in re- 
demption do not claim to have neat solutions for all 
doubts and difficulties, but they do know that it is no 
solution at all to sacrifice belief in the Bible’s teaching 
about the sovereignty of God. 


PROGRAM LEADER: The more we believe in 
God . . . the more we believe in His infinite wisdom, 
power, and love . . . in other words, the more we be- 
lieve in His sovereignty; the smaller will become our 
problems with regard to the apparent infringement on 
man’s freedom and responsibility. The Reformed 
faith, like the Bible, is God-centered. The more God- 
centered we become in our thinking, the more insig- 
nificant our difficulties will be. 


Closing Prayer 


(For a further thought on this subject, we call your 
attention to the quotation on the cover of this issue of 
the Journal. — Ed.) 








THE CHURCH AT HOME( 


KING OPENS NEW DORM; 
LIBRARY ABOUT READY 


BRISTOL, Tenn. — King College 
has begun its 95th year with 11 new 
faculty members and with a new wom- 
en’s dormitory ready for use. During 
the year the new library, now under 


construction, is expected to be ready 
for use. 


Parks Hall, with accommodations 
for 100 women, was erected at a cost 
of $450,000 and combines the latest 
concepts in institutional design with 
Georgian architecture. Also new on 
the campus is a social center on the 
remodeled first floor of the former 
women’s dormitory. 


Joining the faculty are: Dr. S. Hugh 


Bradley, formerly field secretary of 
the Presbyterian US Board of World 
Missions, professor of Bible; Miss 
Elizabeth England, formerly with the 
North Carolina State Library, librari- 
an; Charles J. Churchman, Staunton, 
Va., assistant professor of English; 
the Rev. J. Bryan Hatchett, Jr., 
Greenville, Ga., assistant professor of 
history; William H. Somerville, Gas- 
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tonia, N. C., assistant professor of 
mathematics. 


James A. Garrett, Monticello, Ark., 
acting assistant professor of mathe- 
matics; Burton N. Hatlen, Patterson, 
Calif., acting assistant professor of 
English; Mrs. Hilde Kant Held, Gran- 
by, Mass., acting assistant professor 
of modern languages; Miss Bevan Pat- 
terson, New York City, director of ac- 
tivities; Mrs. Karen W. Rife, Bristol, 
acting instructor in physical educa- 
tion; and Benjamin F. Williams, di- 
rector of the Presbyterian Guidance 
Center at the college, special lecturer 
in education. 





FULTONS ARE HONORED 
AT NASHVILLE BANQUET 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Dr. C. Dar- 
by Fulton, retiring executive secre- 
tary of the Board of World Missions, 
and Mrs. Fulton were honored here 
at a dinner attended by some 200 
guests, including representatives of 
the various boards and agencies of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, former 
board members, missionaries and oth- 
er friends. 


Dr. William M. Elliott, board chair- 
man, was master of ceremonies and in- 
troduced the guests. Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell, a board member, presented Dr. 
Fulton with the keys to a car, the gift 
of members of the Church at large. 


After delivering the principal ad- 
dress, Dr. James A. Jones of Union 
Seminary presented Dr. and Mrs. Ful- 
ton with a silver tray, pitcher and 
goblets. Each goblet represented a 
mission field of the denomination, and 
the date of the field’s opening was en- 
graved on each. 





GIVING TO P.C. REPORTED 
AHEAD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 


CLINTON, S. C. — The Presbyter- 
ian College annual giving program, 
continuing to move well ahead of its 
1960 pace, now stands at almost $30,- 
000 contributed to this source thus far 
this year. A late report showed that 
$29,500 has been given by 655 PC 
alumni and friends to the program. 
The goal for the 1961 annual giving 
effort, which closes next January, is a 
record $65,000. 


Of this total $29,500, the Living En- 
dowment phase has received $24,900 
from 512 contributors. The remaining 
$4,600 has heen given by 148 donors 





PRAYER CALL ISSUED 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Moderator 
Wallace M. Alston of the Pres- 
byterian US General Assembly 
has issued an “extraordinary 
eall to prayer” for “the presi- 
dent and other national leaders; 
for nations whether friendly or 
unfriendly to us and for the 
‘neutral’ nations; for the United 
Nations organization” and for 
all Churches. The moderator 
said: “I particularly invited pas- 
tors and members of congrega- 
tions to make Centennial Sunday 
(Oct. 15) a special day of prayer 
and intercession.” 











directly to the Walter Johnson Club, 
alumni athletic organization. The John- 
son Club also has received $2,557 
through 125 earmarked gifts to the 
Living Endowment, thus increasing 
the Johnson Club total to $7,157 from 
272 contributors. 





125 AT ‘ACTION’ MEET 
WARNED ABOUT ‘DEMONS’ 


MONTREAT, N. C. — A total at- 
tendance of 125 was reported for the 
first assembly-wide Conference on 
Christian Action, conducted here by 
the Division of Christian Action of 
the Presbyterian Church, US. 


Speaking the opening night on 
“Theological Basis of Christian <Ac- 
tion,” Dr. Waldo Beach of Duke Uni- 
versity said that “. . . as the Gospel 
is revolutionary, so the only response 
is revolutionary action.” He warned 
his audience against “the demons of 
racism, sensualism, nationalism, de- 
nominationalism — all these gods.” 


Dr. Beach also said that neutrality 
is impossible on the major social is- 
sues of the day, adding: “When we 
side with the status quo it is our ‘yes’ 
to all the forces that degrade man 
and the community.” 


In his closing address the Duke 
professor spoke of an “ecumenical 
reformation” in which “the Church is 
recovering its true nature to be con- 
formed to the will of God...” He 
chided churchmen who “dream about 
universal community and practice 
parochialism.” : 


During a Sunday afternoon “dia- 
logue” after discussion groups- had 
talked over his morning address, Dr. 
James McBride Dabbs of Mayesville, 


S. C., suggested that the “true, unify. 
ing forces are Christian (while) diyi. 
sive forces are not.” In answer to q 
question from one group, he urged 
integration of as many conferences a; 
possible. 


Dr. Howard J. Clinebell, Jr., of the 
Southern California School of The. 
ology, said the Church has the great. 
est potential of any institution jy 
reaching the alcoholic through “edu. 
cation.” 





JOIN ARKANSAS STAFF 


BATESVILLE, Ark. — New faculty 
appointments at Arkansas College in- 
clude Dr. Glen Haddock, professor of 
mathematics who is returning after a 
leave of absence for graduate study; 
Dr. Willian Ellison, professor of sci- 
ence; and Dr. Sergio Rigol, professor 
of languages. Speaker at the convoca- 
tion opening the college’s 90th term 
was Dr. Charles R. McCain, minister 
of the First Church, LaGrange, Ga., 
and a brother of the college president, 
Dr. Paul M. McCain. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


BRAZIL — Miss Rose Cameron of 
the North Brazil Mission has arrived 
in the States for a regular furlough. 


MEXICO — The John B. Woods 
have arrived in the States on furlough 
and will be at Mission Haven, Deca- 
tur, Ga. 





LAYMAN—tfrom p. 11 


true Christianity. Judgment, mercy and 
faith are compelling evidences of sav- 
ing faith. “These ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other ur- 
done” are our Lord’s words about 
consistency in Christian living. 


But we should be disturbed today 
by the evidences that social advance- 
ment is often given priority over the 
message of personal redemption. So 
much so that the world about us often 
equates Christianity with secular, hv- 
manistic and materialistic aims rather 
than the making of new creatures in 
Christ. 


We all need to ask for deliverance 
from the blandishments of Satan. We 
need to guard constantly against his 
willingness to settle for anything 
which omits the worship of Jesus 
Christ first, last and always. 
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BIBLE—from p. 6 


says that His body ascended in full 
view of them all and disappeared into 
the clouds of heaven, we believe that 
is exactly the way it happened. Then, 
because the account says that the dis- 
ciples were told, “This same Jesus . . . 
shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts 
1:11), we believe that He will come 
again. 

FOR AMERICA TODAY 


Now the situation in America to- 
day (and all over the world) is one 
that can best be described as a time 
of loosened loyalties. The civilization 
of which we are a part is crumbling. 
More and more people are doubting 
things that they once held to be true. 
We are living in a society of tottering 
traditions. Talk to people and sooner 
or later the conversation drifts into 
a consideration of how things used to 
be. And all the harkening back is 
not just an evidence of nostalgia for 
the old days. Times have actually 
changed, and not entirely for the bet- 
ter. It is not nearly so important any 
longer to stand up for anything or for 
anybody. There is abroad a universal 
uncertainty — there is virtually noth- 
ing left that you can be sure about. 


Christians will know what I mean 
when I say that the Philistines are 
abroad in the land. The modern Go- 
liaths fling their contemptuous chal- 
lenges to the churches today. And I 
would say, in passing, that a study of 
the lad David as he prepared himself 
to confront the arrogant defiance of 
the giant would guide anyone’ who 
would take the Bible as it is into 
American life today. Believe me, we 
are not as big as they are and we 
don’t have what they have when it 
comes to this world’s considerations. 


But even inside the Church we tol- 
erate contrary views and seem unable 
as a people ever to muster enough en- 
couragement to take a stand for any- 
thing. 


We are so broadminded we take 
anything and everything. We are like 
foolish motorists looking into open gas- 
dline tanks with lit matches — and 
believe me the explosions are on the 
way. 


What’s the answer to our predica- 
ments? There is but one: The Bible 
as it is! — for authority, for assur- 
ance, for power!" 


‘The central thrust in our thinking 





“I think Joe’s taking his study of 
the Puritans too seriously!” 





at this point must be evangelistic. We 
are called to win the polite and sophis- 
ticated people about us who are lost. 
And in our going we must ever be 
mindful of the fact that we are in the 
minority. We — who take the Bible 
as it is — are in the minority. 


We are in the minority in the 
Chureh. You may find an occasional 


congregation here or there that is com- 
mitted to this thing — and if you 
should happen to belong to such a con- 
gregation thank God and start praying 
for the rest of the Church. But mostly 
those who take the Bible as it is con- 
stitute a minority. I don’t know that 
they ever have or ever will constitute 
a majority. 


To be sure there are others such as 
we are in this regard — and they are 
found in Richmond and Philadelphia 
and Chicago and Seattle — with whom 
we should want to join in order that 
we might witness with them to Amer- 
ica today. But you and I will never 
win any popularity contests in this 
day and time. Our Lord didn’t win 
any popularity contests and we are not 
greater than He. 


But we have a power they do not 
have. When Peter and John went up 
to the Temple to pray they were by 
no means in the majority. But they 
had power and they won people to the 
Lord. When Moses stood before Pha- 
raoh he was “taking the Bible as it is” 
before the people of that time. And 
when that little maid in the house of 
Naaman the Syrian witnessed to the 
God of Israel, she was “taking the Bi- 
ble as it is” to her mistress. 





SHARING OUR HERITAGE 


through carefully prepared 
church school materials... 


Our Presbyterian literature, by ad- 


hering to Reformed doctrine and by 


stressing the program of our de- 


nomination, affords teachers the 


best means for sharing our Chris- 


tian heritage. 
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After Peter and John stood before 
the council and the council told them 
to stop preaching, they went back and 
told the Church how it had been and 
how they had been enjoined not to 
preach again. When they finished 
their testimony those Christians lifted 
up their voices to Almighty God and 
prayed. And this is what they prayed 
— not “O Lord grant that all these 
terrible people may drop dead,” but 
“Grant Thy servants that with all 
boldness they may speak Thy Word.” 
The Bible says that when they finish- 
ed praying the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together (Acts 
4:31). 


ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN 


A closing word: When we take the 
Bible as it is, our testimony must nev- 
ertheless be adjusted to circumstances 
and to the situation in which we make 
our testimony. In every case it is a 
matter of relating “what great things 
the Lord hath done for us,” but it is 
always a witness adjusted to our hear- 
ers. 


When the Apostle Paul spoke to the 
Greeks it was in a manner that made 
sense to the Greeks. And when he 
spoke to the Jews it was in a manner 
adapted to the Jews. He was “all 
things to all men” so that “by all 
means he might save some.” 


We must do the same today. We 
must step into the college classrooms 
as well as into neighborhood pulpits. 
We must stand before friends and 
neighbors; before presbyteries and 
synods; before our own kind of people. 
The varying audiences demand of us 
a flexibility, a willingness to yield the 
things that do not matter that we may 
hold fast to the things that do matter. 


Thus let us move out into the open 
field of conflict with calm assurance 
and a clear testimony. Let us proclaim 
what God has done with conviction 
and assurance and challenge people to 
meet us at the throne of God. We 
know how to get there — through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us invite them 
to come and experience the power of 
God. 


* * * & *& 
Dr. Gutzke is professor of English 


Bible at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, 


Ga. 





Most of us will do anything to im- 
prove ourselves except what’s really 
necessary. 


Children's Bible Studies 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
THE CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED LAND 


3. Moses Lifts Up a Serpent of Brass 


DO YOU KNOW—How the Israelites were saved from death? 
LOOK UP in your Bible: Numbers 21:9. 
WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about how the Israelites 


were saved? 


THING TO REMEMBER: God provides our remedy for sin. 
Numbers 21:8-9; John 3:16. 


¢$ ££ & & 


ISRAEL BARGAINS WITH GOD. 
Numbers 21: 1-3, 6-7; I John 1:9 


When the Canaanites fought against 

took some of them prisoners, the Israelites asked God to help 
them. The Israelites promised that if God would deliver the 

into their hand, they would 
destroy them and their —. _. __ __ __ —. Did the Israelites 
keep their promise? Because God was displeased with the 
Israelites, He sent fiery among them; 
the serpents __ __ __ the people; and much of Israel —. __ __ _. 
The people came to Moses and confessed their sins and asked 
him to pray for them. They knew they had 
for they had spoken the Lord and Moses. 


God will forgive our __ __ __ _, if we confess them to Him. 


SINS BRING DEATH. 
Numbers 21:8-9; Romans 6:23; John 3:14-18 


(Underline “Yes” or “‘No,”” whichever is correct.) 


Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 


Psalm 107:1-9 


Moses made a golden serpent. 

If the people looked at the serpent, they lived. 
“The wages of sin is death.” 

Only Christ can provide a way to escape. 
Jesus was lifted up upon a cross. 

If we look in faith to Jesus, we have eternal life. 


GOD DELIVERS ISRAEL. 


The verses in this Psalm give us a picture of the Israelites 
as they wandered in the wilderness. They were hungry and 


and their soul fainted. ‘Then they 


M2 0. 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Are mules mentioned in 
the Bible? Look up II Samuel 13:29. 


(Adapted from “The Conquest of the Promised Land,” Copy- 
right 1959 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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THE POSTMAN OF PATMOS, by 
G. A. Hadjiantoniou. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids. 149 pp. 


$2.50. 


The author, pastor of the Second 
Greek Evangelical Church of Athens, 
was born in Smyrna, Asia Minor. Be- 
cause of close personal contact with 
the cities to which the seven letters 
of the Revelation were written this 
warm evangelical study of them 
abounds in rich historical material. 


Dr. Hadjiantoniou gives two chap- 
ters for each of the seven letters: one 
contains a word of warning; the other 
a message of hope. 


Though holding in high regard the 
belief that “the seven letters are sup- 
posed to mark out the consecutive 
periods of the history of the Church 
from the time of the delivery of the 
letters unto the Second Coming of our 
Lord,” the author believes that “the 
letters dispatched to those particular 
Churches contained specific messages 
for every one of them... and that 
the eternal truths contained in these 
messages should be brought home to 
the Church as a whole irrespective of 
time or place.” 


—(Rev.) W. Earle Stevens, Jr. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 





OUR ENGLISH BIBLE: NO 
GREATER HERITAGE, by Charles 
Gulston. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Co., Grand Rapids. 227 pp. $1.95. 


Subtitled “The Drama of the Birth 
of the English Bible,” this volume is 
drama of the highest order. To read 
the history of our English Bible is to 
give one’s self an antidote to a careless 
indifference to the place of the Bible 
in the Christian church. Mr. Gulston 
isa South African journalist with an 
encyclopedic knowledge of Church his- 
tory. He uses his literary gifts to 
bring together the many strands of 
pertinent historical data from the first 
sixteen centuries in English Christen- 


dom. The reader will find himself 
fascinatingly involved with Augustine, 
Columba, Gregory I, but mainly the 
author deals with the major personali- 
ties associated with the Bible, namely 
the Venerable Bede, Caedmon, King 
Alfred, John Wycliffe and William 
Tyndale. Far from being another 
dull historical volume, this is mission- 
ary adventure and heroism of the 
noblest sort. 


—(Rev.) Robert Henderson 
Durham, N. C. 





THE MYSTERY OF THE STAR 
SAPPHIRE, by Elise Fraser. Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids. 
153 pp. $2.50. 


As the title indicates, this is a 
mystery novel designed for the early 
adolescent. The action begins immedi- 
ately in the sort of exciting, romantic 
atmosphere that promises adventure 
and has an appeal to youth. The story 
concerns a young gem dealer, a lovely 
heiress, a missing father, a frustrated 
lover and several villains. The hero, 
who is a dedicated Christian, is torn 
between his personal desire to be a 
missionary and his uncle’s wish that 
he be a gem dealer. 


Although the story begins with ex- 
citement and unfolds in an interesting 
manner, there seem to be several 
weaknesses. However, these may 
bother adults more than they would 
younger readers. As the climax of 
the story is reached and the mysteries 
are solved, too many unrealistic co- 
incidences occur. 


In the opinion of the reviewer the 
weakest places in the book occur when 
one of the characters speaks of his 
Christian convictions. Usually, this is 
not done realistically and seems to be 
an interruption rather than a vital 
part of the over-all story. This is 
unfortunate because there is a need 
for more juvenile literature that has 
Christian heroes and reflects Christian 
ideals. 


—Virginia M. Langston 
Baton Rouge, La. 





TRINITY HYMNAL, Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
1961. Individual copies $3.75; price 
per hundred $3.25. Reviewed by James 
W. Evans, Minister of Music, and Cary 
N. Weisiger, III, Pastor, Mt. Lebanon 
United Presbyterian Church, Pitts- 
burgh. 


Here is a beautifully bound and ex- 
cellently printed hymnal. The pre- 
face states its intention to be “truly 
ecumenical . . . theocentric . . . Bib- 
lical . . . containing suitable hymns for 
every proper occasion.” On the whole, 
the editors have achieved this purpose. 


The ecumenicity of the hymnal is 
attested by Scottish and Genevan 
Psalms, Lutheran and Pietist chorals, 
strong English hymns, excellent folk 
materials. Plain song and contempo- 
rary hymns and tunes are the only no- 
table omissions. There is a large sec- 
tion of Gospel songs. 


The section of children’s hymns con- 
tains a large proportion of excellent 
texts. A few may be beyond the 
comprehension of small children. Im- 
pressive studies have been made to 
prove that children under twelve are 
quite literal minded and cannot think 
easily in analogies. For children un- 
der twelve, “shining for Jesus” or 
“jewels for Jesus” may mean little. 
While parents may not think it as cute 
to sing, 


“Help us to do the things we should, 

To be to others kind and good; 

In all we do, in work or play 

To grow more loving every day,” 
(No. 659) 


it will be more meaningful for chil- 
dren. 


The use of “St. Petersburg” to the 
text “My hope is built on nothing less” 
(No. 582) is impressive. Equally im- 
pressive is “Unde et Memores” to “Be 
still, my soul” (No. 579). 


The following hymns are especially 
commended to congregations adopting 
TRINITY HYMNAL: 


“I greet Thee who my sure Redeemer 
art” No. 135 
“Christ lay in death’s strong bands” 
No. 207 

“Holy Ghost, dispel our sadness” 
No. 246 
“How sweet and awful is this place” 
No. 271 

“O the deep, deep love of Jesus” 
No. 453 
“Give thanks unto the Lord Jehovah” 
No. 512 





OLD BIBLES REBOUND 


~~ L_gaten, binding and style to meet every 


Quality workmanship guaranteed. 
Write for illustrated price folder. 


“Internationally known specialists” 


NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 


113 No. Stone Ave. Greenwood, Miss. 
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Francis M. Brown, Pensacola, Fla., 
has been called to the Forest Hill 
church, Charlotte, N. C. 

David T. Lauderdale, Lexington, 
Va., to the A. R. Presbyterian 
church, Waynesboro, Va. 

H. W. Dale, from Camp Peniel, 
Lake Luzerne, N. Y., to 719 E 36th 
St., Charlotte 5, N. C. 


Edwin Herring, from Fairfield, II- 
linois, to 703 Beirne Ave., N.E., 
Huntsville, Alabama. 

Lewis G. Petmecky, from Coahoma 
to San Saba, Texas, Route 1, the 
New Hope church. 


C. W. Owens, Jr., from Bloomfield, 
Ky., to the Metairie Ridge church, 
Metairie, La., as assistant pastor. 
Wentz J. Miller, from Martinsville, 
Va., to Lynnhaven, Va. 

Frank A. Elliott, from Wilmington, 
N. C., to Lincolnton, N. C. 


Charles L. King, from Houston, 
Texas, to the Austin Seminary, Au- 
stin, Texas, where he will be teach- 
ing this year. 

Gene B. Ethridge, from State Col- 
lege, Miss., to minister to students, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Archie G. McKee, formerly of Le- 
noir, N. C., has become pastor of 
the Hyde Park church, Tampa, Fla. 
James W. McNutt, from Junction 
City, Ark., to Paris, Mo. 

Oren Moore, Front Royal, Va., to 
the Westover Hills church, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 


Charles E. Parker, formerly of an 
A.M.E. Church, Washington, D. C., 
is now pastor of the Woodville and 
Eastminster churches, Richmond, 
Va. 


Robert L. Stevens, from Lithonia, 
Ga., to 202 Candler Rd., S.E., At- 
lanta 17, Ga. 

Thomas Sproule, from Philadelphia, 
Pa., to New College, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, to continue graduate 
study. 


MILITARY MISSION 


Henry E. Russell, of the Second 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., will con- 


duct preaching missions in Ger- 
many, Italy and Libya, as a part 
of the U. S. Air Force’s 12th an- 
nual overseas Religious Missions 
programs. 





LETTERS 
TURNED YANKEE? 


I still think The Presbyterian Jour- 
mal (in spite of the fact that it has 
turned Yankee) is the best religious 
journal published. 


—John H. Robertson 
Port Isabel, Texas 


We Yankees from Northern South 
Carolina thank you. — Ed. 





AS THEY SEE IT IN AUSTRALIA 


By profession I am a barrister-at- 
law of the High Court of Australia 
and the Supreme Court of Victoria, 
New South Wales and Tasmania. I 
have therefore read with great inter- 
est what you have to say concerning, 
firstly, the General Assembly’s resolu- 
tion on reprobation and the subsequent 
magazine statement that positions 
might lawfully be maintained contrary 
to the Confession. To my mind noth- 
ing can be clearer than that the above 
positions are utterly untenable, and 
that your criticisms have been very 
necessary. 


—F. Maxwell Bradshaw 
Victoria, Australia 





LIKE S.S. LESSONS 


I feel that I must send a word 
of appreciation for all of the Journal, 
but especially for the exposition of 
the S.S. Lessons by Mr. Broomall. 


—Mrs. Loren G. Jones 
Greenville, S. C. 





I am an old time Methodist. But I 
want you to know I enjoy and ap- 
prove of every article in the Journal. 
I especially enjoy the S.S. Lessons. 


—Mrs. G. B. Dewees 
Pocahontas, Miss. 


Our fervent hope is that’ Sunday 
School classes will be encouraged to 
do what Sunday School classes have 
been doing very little of late: actually 
study the Bible. — Ed. 


THIS AND THAT 


As an officer in the Presbyterian 
Church, and a subscriber to the Jour. 
nal for a number of years, I would 
that every layman, especially every of. 
ficer in our Church was a subscriber, 
so that they too might get facts re 
garding the many controversial issues 
that we are now facing .. . Like many 
subscribers, I am another who feels 
that the articles are factual, and the 
only source we have of knowing the 
real truth of many of the issues that 
have a tendency to demoralize our lay- 
men and laywomen. ... I never migg 
an opportunity of recommending the 
Journal to the men of my church. 


—A. L. Worrell 
Meridian, Miss. 





Thank you for your firm stand on 
the teachings of the Bible and for 
your sane attitude in these days of 
chaos and confusion even in the 
Churches. 


—Mrs. S. C. Adger 
Benton, La. 





I am a new and very happy member 
of the Presbyterian Church, US. I 
was formerly a member of the UPUSA 
Church ... in our new affiliation we 
have found peace and harmony and 
freedom to worship and serve in the 
truest and best Christian manner... 
We would add our small voices to the 
many in the Presbyterian Church, US, 
in the fight to keep this Church free 
from “entanglements.” 


—Mrs. William James 
Delray Beach, Fla. 





I have become a real Journal boost- 
er and would not be without it. We 
thank the Lord that the conservative 
viewpoint rings clear and loud through- 
out the Church. 


—Mrs. Ray W. Davies 
Coral Gables, Fla. 





On the whole, God’s love for us is 
a much safer subject to think about 
than our love for Him. —C. S. LEWIS. 





Conservative, downtown Presbyter- 
ian church seeking contact with qual- 
ified Director of Christian Education 
(lady). Write Box N, Presbyterian 
JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 
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